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80. SIVAS: N A R R A T I V E O F A N A T U R A L I S E D O T T O M A N S U B J E C T , D A T E D 

NEW Y O R K C I T Y , 10th M A R C H , 1 9 1 6 ; C O M M U N I C A T E D B Y T H E 

A M E R I C A N C O M M I T T E E F O R A R M E N I A N A N D S Y R I A N R E L I E F . ' 

When the m a j o r i t y o f the A r m e n i a n p e o p l e w e r e ex i led f r o m S iva s , I w a s i n T a l a s , b u t 

when I heard w h a t h a d h a p p e n e d I s t a r t ed b a c k a t o n c e , t h i n k i n g o f c o u r s e that my 

relations' w o u l d a l so b e s e n t away, a n d w i s h i n g t o a c c o m p a n y t h e m . I t w a s w i t h grea t 

difficulty that I o b t a i n e d p e r m i s s i o n f r o m the o f f i c i a l s in K a i s a r i a to go b a c k ; they 

daimed that the r o a d w a s very d a n g e r o u s , a n d tha t i t w o u l d be i m p o s s i b l e for a w o m a n 

alone to travel over it. Final ly , the h e a d o f f i c i a l o f the M i l i t a r y T r a n s p o r t , w h o w a s l iv ing 

in Sivas a n d h a d t a k e n p o s s e s s i o n o f D r . { S e w n e y } ՝ s h o u s e there , t e l e g r a p h e d to K a i s a r i a 

that I might travel u n d e r the p r o t e c t i o n of t h e M e n z e l , a n d I s t a r t e d w i t h t w o o f f i c e r s 

who were in a w a g o n b e h i n d me a n d w h o w a r n e d me that I m u s t k e e p c l o s e to t h e m , a s 

the road was very d a n g e r o u s . T h e r o a d unt i l we r e a c h e d S h a r k i s h l a , t w o days ' j o u r n e y 

f r o m Kaisaria, w a s v e r y q u i e t , a n d w e m e t a l m o s t n o o n e . A t S h a r k i s h l a the p l a i n w a s 

black with exiles f r o m d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f A n a t o l i a ; they h a d b e e n w a i t i n g there for a b o u t a 

week and n e w recrui t s were c o m i n g in every day . At that t i m e they d i d n o t s e e m very 

unhappy. T h e w e a t h e r w a s b e a u t i f u l , the p l a i n w a s c o v e r e d w i t h trees , a n d m a n y o f the 

wealthy peop le h a d tent s a n d w a g o n s , w h i l e there w e r e a g rea t m a n y b o y s a n d m e n in the 

party. 

Later, w h e n they reached M a l a t i a , o r even b e f o r e , the m e n w e r e s e p a r a t e d f r o m t h e m , 

their wagons a n d g o o d s w e r e t a k e n f r o m t h e m , a n d they were o n l y a l l o w e d t o t ake w h a t 

they could carry on their b a c k s over the n a r r o w m o u n t a i n p a s s t h r o u g h w h i c h they w e n t . 

I know this b e c a u s e M i s s G r a f f a m m e t these s a m e p e o p l e later o n , w h i l e s h e w a s o n the 

road with the S iva s p e o p l e . I w a s n o t very n e a r t h e m , b u t I c o u l d see t h e m f r o m the h a n 

window. T h e h a n d j i , a n A r m e n i a n , t o l d m e h e w a s s u r e they w e r e all t o b e k i l led , a n d t h e 

officers told m e the next d a y tha t they h a d v i s i ted t h e m a t n i g h t , a n d that the m e n w e r e 

t o b e killed; they s a id they w e r e s o r r y f o r the w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n , b u t o n e o f t h e m 

added: " T h i s i s w h a t h a p p e n s t o p e o p l e tha t w a n t a k i n g d o m o f their o w n . " 

I had a few u n p l e a s a n t e x p e r i e n c e s on the r o a d , b u t I will n o t s t o p to tell t h e m . I 

f o u n d m y re la t ions * sa fe , a n d the Vali h a d to ld t h e m they m i g h t s t a y — I be l ieve b e c a u s e 

o f the inf luence o f s o m e p o w e r f u l T u r k i s h f r i e n d s they h a v e i n C o n s t a n t i n o p l e , w h o h a d 

telegraphed t o the Vali t o s ave D r . { S e w n e y } a n d his w i f e . T h e p r i s o n s a t tha t t i m e w e r e 

filled with o u r S ivas m e n — s e v e r a l t h o u s a n d ; these m e n we v i s i ted every day, t a k i n g f o o d 

t o some o f t h e m a n d t r y i n g t o c h e e r u p the o t h e r s . T h e i r w i v e s a n d c h i l d r e n h a d g o n e 

with the exiles, a n d i t w a s p re t ty h a r d w o r k to be b r a v e w h e n they d i d n o t k n o w their 

lUtter written by Mrs . Sewny, an American by birth, but an O t t o m a n subject by her marriage 
to Dr. Sewny, an Armenian physician in Sivas}. { C o p y of letter was sent to J ames L. Barton by 
Lillian S. Sewney. P R O / F 0 9 6 / 2 0 9 / 2 4 6 . — A . S . } 

(For relations" read "father-in-law, Dr. Sewny, and his wife."} 

IFor relations" read "father-in-law and mother-in-law."} 
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fate , b u t i t w a s s u r p r i s i n g h o w really b r a v e they were . S o m e o f the g a o l e r s were very 

bruta l m e n , a n d w o u l d be a s d i s a g r e e a b l e a s p o s s i b l e to us , b u t o t h e r s w e r e pol i te and 

wi l l ing to let us see the pr i soner s , even a l l o w i n g se lec ted o n e s to c o m e i n t o the yard and 

talk wi th us. A b o u t a m o n t h later these m e n w e r e t aken o u t in b a t c h e s of a hundred at 

n ight ; they were to ld that they were to be t aken to the ra i lway near A n g o r a to w o r k on it; 

the rich m e n were a l lowed to hire w a g o n s f r o m T u r k s , a t a b i g pr ice , to travel in. They 

were all taken very early in the m o r n i n g , several h o u r s b e f o r e d a y l i g h t , a n d they were 

seen , those on f o o t , to go over the m o u n t a i n i n t o the valley, w h e r e we are p re t ty sure they 

were ki l led, a s the so ld ier s r e turned w i t h c lo the s , a n d the w a g o n s a l w a y s c a m e back three 

or f o u r h o u r s later f i l l ed wi th c lo thes . T h e so ld ier s , m o r e o v e r , d e s c r i b e d h o w m a n y o f the 

m e n m e t their fate , s o m e bravely, s o m e o t h e r w i s e , a n d we t h i n k they s p o k e the truth, for 

they to ld o f m e n w e k n e w int imate ly , a n d w h o w o u l d h a v e b e e n a p t t o d o a n d say just 

w h a t they sa id they d i d , in the f ace o f d e a t h . I t w a s h a r d to see so m a n y o f o u r f ine young 

m e n g o o f f i n this way, a n d m a n y o f t h e m h a d n o idea they w e r e g o i n g t o their death. 

S o m e o f t h e m t o o k m o n e y w i t h t h e m , t h i n k i n g they m i g h t m e e t their wives and 

ch i ldren . W h e n they heard that M i s s G r a f f a m w a s r e t u r n i n g , they were so a n x i o u s to see 

her a n d hear o f their f ami l ie s . M o s t o f t h e m were g o n e w h e n s h e g o t b a c k , b u t she was 

a l l o w e d to go in to the p r i s o n a n d tell t h o s e that were left s o m e t h i n g a b o u t the journey 

she h a d m a d e . T h e y were t h a n k f u l to hear that their wives a n d c h i l d r e n were still alive, a s 

they h a d h e a r d they h a d all b e e n m a s s a c r e d a f e w days ' d i s t a n c e f r o m Sivas . Miss 

G r a f f a m sa id that a l t h o u g h they were r o b b e d on the r o a d a n d a l m o s t everyth ing they 

h a d w a s t aken f r o m t h e m , still the girls a n d w o m e n were n o t o u t r a g e d or t reated badly a s 

far a s M a l a t i a . A f t e r that , we h e a r d f r o m b o y s that h a d e s c a p e d f r o m the p a r t y a n d come 

b a c k to S ivas that m a n y o f the girls were carr ied o f f by the K u r d s a f e w d a y s after Miss 

G r a f f a m left t h e m . 

Af te r all o u r S ivas m e n h a d b e e n taken f r o m the p r i s o n s , o t h e r m e n k e p t c o m i n g in 

f r o m o t h e r cit ies a n d t o w n s l ike A n g o r a a n d Y o z g a d . T h e y w e r e k e p t in p r i s o n for a few 

d a y s a n d then taken o u t a s o u r m e n h a d been . W e were n o t p e r m i t t e d t o see these men. 

M a n y o f t h e m w h e n they reached S ivas were in carr iages . We h e a r d tha t they, too, were 

ki l led in the m o u n t a i n s , a n d that S ivas w a s b e i n g ca l led the " G r e a t S l a u g h t e r House. 

1 he last o f o u r y o u n g m e n that r e m a i n e d in p r i s o n were three y o u n g d o c t o r s . O n e o f 

t h e m , D r . { A p e k i a n } , h a d b e e n e d u c a t e d by M r s . { H a r r i s } ; he h a d b e e n b r o u g h t up in 

the O r p h a n a g e a t { M a r s o v a n } , a n d w a s a s p l e n d i d y o u n g m a n , ful l o f e n t h u s i a s m for his 

w o r k , w h i c h w a s in the mi l i t a ry hosp i t a l . A n o t h e r o f the three w a s the s o n o f a wealthy 

D i v r i g family , w h o h a d b e e n e d u c a t e d i n G e r m a n y a n d h a d m a n y s t r o n g G e r m a n friends 

a m o n g the h i g h G e r m a n of f i c ia l s i n C o n s t a n t i n o p l e , w h o e i ther w o u l d n o t o r could not 

do a n y t h i n g to save h i m . T h e y were e x e c u t e d w h i l e I w a s in C o n s t a n t i n o p l e . I h a d taken 

w i t h me letters to a h igh G e r m a n of f i c ia l f r o m D r . | H i a r i a n | , a s k i n g h i m to save them; 

a n d later M i s s G r a f f a m t e l e g r a p h e d to me that they were in g rea t d a n g e r , a n d begged me 

to do all I c o u l d to save t h e m — t o go to the G e r m a n s . I d i d s o , b u t w a s to ld they had 

g o n e t o E n v e r Pasha be fore , a n d that h e w o u l d d o n o t h i n g f o r t h e m . 

{Mrs. Harris of New London) . 
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About thir ty o r f o r t y f a m i l i e s i n S iva s , all o f t h e m weal thy , h a d b e c o m e M o s l e m s , 

having the p r o m i s e tha t , i f they d i d so , their l ives a n d p r o p e r t y w o u l d be sa fe . A few 

weeks later, all o f t h e m , w i t h the e x c e p t i o n o f t w o or three m e r c h a n t s , were to ld they h a d 

to go, and , as s o o n as they left , the ir p r o p e r t y w a s c o n f i s c a t e d by the G o v e r n m e n t . T he 

Vali's family d o c t o r , an A r m e n i a n , w a s to ld that he w a s to stay, a n d he a s k e d i f tha t 

meant he w a s to b e c o m e a M o s l e m . T h e Vali s a id : " N o , I am t ired o f these p e o p l e 

becoming M o s l e m s . " 

A t two d i f f e r e n t t i m e s o u r o r p h a n a g e c h i l d r e n were o r d e r e d o u t ; b o t h t i m e s D r . 

{Clark} went t o the Vali a n d b e g g e d that they m i g h t stay, t e l l ing h i m h o w s m a l l m a n y o f 

them were, o n l y three o r f o u r years o l d , a n d h o w they w o u l d ce r t a in ly d i e o n the r o a d , 

for a t that t i m e even ox-ca r t s c o u l d n o t be f o u n d . He s e e m e d to be t o u c h e d a n d s a id they 

might. T h e r e s e e m e d a l w a y s t o b e f r i c t ion b e t w e e n the p o l i c e a n d the Val i ; h e w o u l d g ive 

permission for t h e m t o s t ay a n d the p o l i c e w o u l d c o m e a n d s ay they w e r e t o g o ; several 

o f the police o f f i ce r s c a m e to the o l d e r gir ls a n d teachers , a n d a s k e d t h e m to b e c o m e 

their wives a n d stay, s a y i n g that they w o u l d be car r ied o f f on the r o a d a n y w a y , a n d that 

they might a s well a c c e p t t h e m a n d r e m a i n . M a n y h u n d r e d s o f l itt le g ir ls w e r e b e i n g 

brought back t o S iva s b e f o r e I left ; s o m e were b e i n g p l a c e d i n M o s l e m f a m i l i e s a n d s o m e 

i n empty house s . W e w e r e n o t a l l o w e d t o see t h e m . M a n y o f the T u r k i s h o f f i c e r s h a d 

seized o n e o r t w o o f these little g ir ls a n d were p l a n n i n g t o t a k e t h e m o n t o 

Constantinople w i t h t h e m . S o m e o f o u r o r p h a n a g e t eacher s w e r e a b l e t o in te rv iew s o m e 

o f the older girls tha t w e r e b r o u g h t b a c k f r o m K a r a - H i s s a r ( o n e o f the p lace s w h e r e the 

Armenians tr ied to d e f e n d t h e m s e l v e s ) . T h e s e gir ls tell h o r r i b l e tales o f w h a t they s a w 

there. A great m a n y o f these gir ls w e r e b e i n g m a r r i e d to T u r k s ; the T u r k s were s a y i n g 

they were not f o r c i n g t h e m ; they w a n t e d t h e m to b e c o m e their wives wil l ingly . A 

number o f w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n w h o h a d b e e n i n h i d i n g w e r e a l so b e g i n n i n g t o c o m e 

out o f h id ing w h e n I left , a n d the M i s s i o n a r i e s were t a k i n g t h e m i n t o the o r p h a n a g e a n d 

the hospital, t ry ing to s a v e t h e m . 

Several A r m e n i a n so ld ie r s f r o m the S a m s o u n reg ion h a d a l so f l ed t o the h o s p i t a l for 

protection; they h a d s t a r t ed w i t h their r e g i m e n t s f r o m S a m s o u n , a n d the A r m e n i a n s , 

who n u m b e r e d a t h o u s a n d or m o r e , h a d b e e n a t t a c k e d by the g u a r d s a n d the m a j o r i t y 

killed o r left for d e a d . T h e m e n tha t c a m e t o D r . { C l a r k } h a d b e e n a m o n g t h o s e left for 

dead; one o f t h e m h a d a h o r r i b l e w o u n d a c r o s s the b a c k o f his n e c k , w h e r e h e h a d b e e n 

cut by an axe; they u s u a l l y u s e d axes , s a y i n g they d i d n o t w a n t to w a s t e p o w d e r a n d s h o t 

on them. S o m e o t h e r s c a m e f r o m a l one ly b a r r a c k s on the M a r s o v a n r o a d , w h e r e they 

and their c o m r a d e s , all A r m e n i a n s ( so ld ie r s ) , h a d b e e n s h u t up for three d a y s w i t h o u t 

b o d or water. F ina l ly a y o u n g T u r k i s h o f f i c e r h e a r d the n o i s e a s he p a s s e d , a n d c a m e a n d 

let them out . T h e s e m e n s a i d that they w e r e p u t in th i s b u i l d i n g t o w a r d s e v e n i n g . T h e y 

were tied together by threes a n d ca l led o u t in s u c c e s s i o n . T h o s e that w e n t o u t never 

returned, a n d they f o u n d that they were b e i n g b u t c h e r e d w i t h axes . O n e o f the m e n 

succeeded in u n t y i n g the c o r d tha t he a n d his t w o c o m p a n i o n s were t ied w i t h ; they 

closed and b a r r i c a d e d the d o o r , a n d w h e n the so ld ier s , w h o were o n l y a f ew in n u m b e r 

(Turkish), f o u n d that they c o u l d n o t ge t in , they f a s t e n e d i t on the o u t s i d e so that the 

Armenians s h o u l d n o t get o u t . T h e y were a f r a id , i n d e e d , t o g o o u t even a f ter the T u r k i s h 
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so ld iers h a d left , unt i l this o f f i c e r a p p e a r e d a n d sent t h e m on to S iva s ; he s a id that the 

m e n that d i d these th ings w o u l d be p u n i s h e d , b u t they w e r e n o t . We be l i eved that they 

were a l lowed to do pret ty m u c h a s they p l e a s e d w i t h the A r m e n i a n s , a n d s o , when they 

h a p p e n e d to be bruta l , they d i d this k i n d o f t h i n g , w i t h the result that m a n y o f the 

A r m e n i a n s that h a d g o n e t h r o u g h i t h a d b e c o m e n e r v o u s w r e c k s . D r . { C l a r k } had seen 

a n d ta lked w i t h a n u m b e r o f these m e n , a n d I a l so s a w t h o s e w h o h a d f led to the 

hosp i t a l . 

In T o k a t the girls , sma l l a n d large, were left in the h o u s e s a l o n e . The d a u g h t e r of the 

Badvel l i there m a n a g e d to s e n d a letter to her unc le , w h o w a s a n u r s e in o u r hospital (a 

so ld ier ) , s a y i n g that she a n d her f o u r little s is ters were in the h o u s e a l o n e and had 

n o t h i n g to live o n , a n d that the city w a s ful l o f g ir ls in the s a m e c o n d i t i o n ; up till that 

t i m e , w h i c h w a s a m o n t h a f ter their pa rent s h a d left t h e m , they h a d n o t b e e n injured by 

the T u r k s . A T u r k b r o u g h t the letter. 

On the 1st O c t o b e r , w h e n I left S iva s to go up to C o n s t a n t i n o p l e I h a d some 

d i f f i c u l t y in g e t t i n g p e r m i s s i o n to s tart , as the Vali w a s away. I h a d to wa i t until he 

re turned . He sa id he w o u l d see that I g o t a s far a s T a l a s safely, a n d he t o l d me which 

p laces to s t o p at ; b u t b e c a u s e o f s o m e t r o u b l e w i t h the driver, I w a s u n a b l e to s t o p a t the 

h a n s he to ld me to s t o p at , a n d the f i r s t n i g h t the h a n w a s f i l l ed w i t h A r m e n i a n s who 

were b e i n g d e p o r t e d f r o m { M a r s o v a n } , b o t h m e n a n d w o m e n . T h e y w e r e wea l thy people 

w h o h a d b e c o m e M o s l e m s . M y driver to ld m e that they h a d n o t b e c o m e t rue Moslems 

a n d for that reason were b e i n g sent away. T h e so ld ier s w i t h t h e m were very evil-looking 

m e n . I n o t i c e d that they h a d m a n y b e a u t i f u l r u g s a n d c a r p e t s in their w a g o n s . In the 

next r o o m there were s o m e T u r k s w h o were t a lk ing o f the k i l l ing o f the Armenians; 

however , n o t h i n g h a p p e n e d to t h e m that n i g h t . T h e s e c o n d n i g h t I h a d to s t o p at a han 

w h i c h h a d b e e n very p r o s p e r o u s a few m o n t h s be fore , b u t w a s n o w h a l f wrecked and 

de se r ted . I t w a s d a r k a n d we c o u l d n o t go o n , a n d we f o u n d that the s o n a n d brother o t 

the f o r m e r h a n d j i h a d b e c o m e M o s l e m s , a n d that the G o v e r n m e n t h a d a l l o w e d them to 

take c h a r g e o f the han on c o n d i t i o n that they t u r n e d over all the m o n e y they m a d e to the 

G o v e r n m e n t . T h e s e t w o m e n were in the m o s t p i t i ab le c o n d i t i o n f r o m fear, a n d they 

b o t h to ld m e horr ib le tales o f h o w the m e n o f G e m e r e k h a d b e e n k i l led ; this han was 

o u t s i d e the t o w n o f G e m e r e k . T h e y sa id they h a d h i d d e n i n the m o u n t a i n s for three 

w e e k s unt i l dr iven o u t by s t a r v a t i o n , a n d then h a d g iven t h e m s e l v e s up to the 

G o v e r n m e n t a n d b e c o m e M o s l e m s , b u t they a d d e d : " W e are o n l y M o s l e m s with our 

m o u t h s , b u t C h r i s t i a n s in o u r h e a r t s . " St i l l , they were very f e a r f u l , a n d n o t a t all sure 

that they w o u l d n o t be kil led later. In the v i l l age o f G e m e r e k , they s a i d , m o s t o f the girls 

h a d been fo rced in to m a r r i a g e w i t h the T u r k s , a n d m a n y o f the o l d w o m e n had been 

ki l led a n d the rest d e p o r t e d . I h a d seen t h e m on my w a y to S i v a s g o i n g o u t , so I knew 

this to be true. T h e next n i g h t I heard t w o h o d j a s t a lk ing , u n d e r my w i n d o w , o f a terrible 

m a s s a c r e o f the A r m e n i a n s that h a d ju s t t aken p l a c e in the m o u n t a i n s ; they s e e m e d to be 

very sor ry a b o u t i t a n d s p o k e o f i t w i t h h o r r o r ; they d i d n o t k n o w , o f c o u r s e , that I was 

l i s tening . W h e n I reached Ta la s , the p e o p l e h a d a l m o s t all g o n e f r o m there a n d from 

{After "Constant inople" insert "to do Red Cross Work."} 



Naturalised Ottoman Subject, Sivas 339 

Kaisaria. T h e K a i s a r i a P r o t e s t a n t s , o r a t least a n u m b e r o f P r o t e s t a n t f a m i l i e s , w e r e s e n t 

out to Talas a n d g i v e n h o u s e s there , w h i l e the T a l a s P r o t e s t a n t s w e r e s e n t to 

neighbouring v i l lages ; b u t their c o n d i t i o n w a s m u c h b e t t e r t h a n that o f a n y o f the 

Armenian p e o p l e i n o u r S iva s r e g i o n . T h e G i r l s ' - S c h o o l w a s f i l l e d w i t h gir ls f r o m 

Kaisaria, m o s t o f t h e m the d a u g h t e r s o f w e a l t h y G r e g o r i a n a n d C a t h o l i c f ami l i e s . T h e 

Kaisaria p e o p l e h a d b e e n a l l o w e d to leave their d a u g h t e r s b e h i n d . W h i l e I w a s there , a 

woman a n d t w o m e n ar r ived f r o m o n e o f the K a i s a r i a o u t - s t a t i o n s a n d to ld o f the 

terrible mas sacre o f the w h o l e v i l lage . First the little b o y s up to ten w e r e t a k e n o u t s i d e 

the village a n d ki l led . T h e r e w e r e o n l y a f e w m e n in the v i l l age , so the w o m e n d r e s s e d a s 

men and held the v i l l age a g a i n s t the K u r d s a n d T u r k s f o r three w e e k s , k e e p i n g t h e m o f f 

with stones; they h a d f l ed to the hil ls . T h e s e p e o p l e s a id tha t the T u r k s u s e d to call to 

them t o c o m e d o w n a n d b e c o m e M o s l e m s a n d their lives w o u l d b e s p a r e d ; th i s they 

refused to d o . Later , the v i l l age T u r k s w e r e r e i n f o r c e d by the s o l d i e r s f r o m K a i s a r i a , w h o 

shot them d o w n , o n l y these three p e o p l e e s c a p i n g . T h e y h a d b e e n w e e k s r e a c h i n g T a l a s , 

having t o h ide b y d a y a n d travel very s lowly a t n i g h t f o r fear o f b e i n g c a u g h t . T h i s v i l l age 

had many o f o u r P r o t e s t a n t p e o p l e , a n d a m o n g t h o s e k i l led w a s the m o t h e r o f o n e o f the 

teachers and the w i f e o f a n o t h e r . We h e a r d that all the v i l l ages in that r e g i o n were t rea ted 

in this way, in s tead of b e i n g d e p o r t e d . W h i l e in T a l a s I h a d a t e l e g r a m f r o m S ivas a s k i n g 

me to wait for a p r o f e s s o r o f the S a n a s a r i a n C o l l e g e , w h o w a s c o m i n g f r o m S ivas w i t h his 

wife and little boy. T h e Vali h a d g i v e n t h e m p e r m i s s i o n t o g o o n t o C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ; h e 

had been e d u c a t e d in V i e n n a a n d his w i f e in th i s c o u n t r y ; they w e r e very f ine p e o p l e . I 

waited several d a y s a n d they d i d n o t c o m e . I f o u n d that they h a d left S i v a s a s they 

planned a n d d i s a p p e a r e d b e t w e e n S i v a s a n d T a l a s — t h e y h a v e never b e e n h e a r d f r o m . I 

know a n u m b e r o f p e o p l e that d i s a p p e a r e d in ju s t this w a y on tha t r o a d , a f ter the Vali 

had given them p e r m i s s i o n to travel a n d the p r o m i s e of a s a f e e scor t . 

The rest o f the w a y f r o m K a i s a r i a to the ra i lway I w e n t u n d e r the p r o t e c t i o n o f the 

Military T r a n s p o r t a t i o n C o m p a n y . I p a s s e d t h r o u g h m a n y d e s e r t e d t o w n s , b u t s a w n o 

dead bodies o n the r o a d , o n l y o n e b e t w e e n S i v a s a n d T a l a s . O n the ra i lway w e p a s s e d 

truck-load after t r u c k - l o a d o f A r m e n i a n s — e x i l e s b e i n g sent i n t o the inter ior . All w e r e in 

cattle-trucks, h u d d l e d t o g e t h e r l ike a n i m a l s . W e m e t these t r u c k s every d a y ; o f t e n they 

were shunted o n the s i d i n g . All a l o n g the K o n i a p la in were tens o f t h o u s a n d s o f p e o p l e ; 

some had tents , m a n y o f t h e m h a d n o t h i n g . T h e w e a t h e r a t tha t t i m e w a s w a r m , s o they 

were not s u f f e r i n g spec ia l ly f r o m the c o l d . La ter , w h i l e in C o n s t a n t i n o p l e , we h e a r d tha t 

these people on the K o n i a p la in w e r e b e i n g s e n t in to the inter ior a n d n o t a l l o w e d to t a k e 

any food with t h e m , so that they w o u l d d i e qu ick ly . 

O n the tra in , i n the c o m p a r t m e n t w i t h m e , w a s the w i f e o f t h e M u t e s s a r i f o f 

Erzindjan. S h e h a d several A r m e n i a n g ir l s w i t h h e r — o n e o f t h e m i n t h e c o m p a r t m e n t 

with u s to wait on her c h i l d r e n . S h e w a s k i n d to this ch i ld , w h o w a s o n l y a b o u t n i n e 

years old, but she t reated her l ike a l itt le s lave. S h e t o l d a n o t h e r T u r k i s h w o m a n tha t her 

parents had been sent a w a y a n d s h e h a d t a k e n her f r o m the s treets . T h e A r m e n i a n s i n 

Constantinople h a d n o t b e e n d e p o r t e d , o n l y the m e n w h o were s u s p e c t e d o f 

lAfter Catholic families" insert "who had never been in our schools before.") 
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revolutionary tendencies, but there is great suffering among them for lack of food, and 
they need work. Professor told me, the week before I left, that the Turks in 
Constantinople were saying: "The Armenians from Constantinople must go," and that 
great pressure was being brought to bear upon them by the Turks to become Moslems 
and stay. We had a number of Armenian young women employed in the Red Cross 
work, and they all showed a most beautiful Christian spirit, were always kind and gentle 
to the soldiers, and never showed in any way that they felt any bitterness toward them. 
Several of them had come from the interior and had relatives that had been deported; 
one of them was from Trebizond, where there had been that terrible massacre of 
children, and her little baby of seven months was, she fears, among them. This young 
woman went into exile with her husband, and lost everything and everyone in 
Trebizond. She was a most beautiful Christian, and was loved and respected by the 
people that worked with her. 

{After last paragraph insert:— 
"When the Red Cross work closed, many Armenians were left without work, and it is the 

desire of the Missionaries in Constantinople to start industrial work and open dispensaries and in 
this way give these people employment. If helps is not sent quickly, many will die of starvation. 

"I had letters from Sivas before I left, saying they could use any amount of money for relief 
work. They could not write very fully, but I understood that the people who had been in hiding 
in Sivas and the neighbourhood were beginning to come back, and that they have nothing left, as 
all their goods, as well as their property, have been confiscated by the Government , and many 
houses were torn down as soon as the people left. There is great need of relief everywhere."! 


