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137. {AINTAB}: S T A T E M E N T BY M I S S {FREARSON}, A F O R E I G N R E S I D E N T 

A T {AINTAB}, W R I T T E N S U B S E Q U E N T L Y T O H E R D E P A R T U R E F R O M 

TURKEY IN S E P T E M B E R , 1915; C O M M U N I C A T E D BY T H E REV. I . N . CAMP, 

OF CAIRO.* 

It was in March , 1915, that the f irst re fugees began to pass through {Aintab}. Af te r 

they had once begun to come, there was scarcely a day w h e n one or more par t ies did not 

pass through. Some were large, and some consis ted of only f ive or six hundred . W i t h the 

exception of one party , they all had to stay out in an open f ie ld w i thou t any protec t ion 

from the cold and rain, or later, when summer came, f rom the b u r n i n g sun. The 

exception was a pa r t y f rom {Marash}, who had pa id £400 (Turkish) for the pr iv i lege of 

resting under some trees where there was water. T h i s place was only f ive minutes ' wa lk 

from the f ield where other par t ies were obl iged to camp. 

I myse l f one day saw an old w o m a n beaten because , w h e n oppor tun i t y came , she 

rushed off to get some water for a sick chi ld . I do not wan t to give the impress ion that no 

one was a l lowed to get water , but I suppose the pr iv i lege was g iven accord ing to the 

"bakshish" that had been pa id . There were also some g e n d a r m e s who seemed to be 

thoroughly a shamed of their work , and who , so far as they dared, were merc i fu l . 

Each par ty had its own tale of horror. W i t h few except ions , they had been robbed; 

young wives and gir ls had been carr ied off; m a n y had been d i shonoured ; m a n y people 

had been bru ta l l y treated and had d ied on the road. One large par ty that had been on the 

march for four weeks were pu t into houses at A lbus tan , the occupant s of wh i ch had been 

previously depor ted . T h e y thought then that their j ourney was over, and held a pra i se-

meeting after be ing comfo r t ab l y sett led. But they were at the mercy of the Turks , and all 

their young w o m e n and gir ls were carr ied off. T h e n they were sent on the march aga in ; 

some of the gir ls were re turned by the Turks , but most of them were kept . 

The hard part for them was that they never got to the end of their journey . Just as 

soon as they thought they were at their des t ina t ion and began to settle down and get a 

little work to do, they w o u l d at once be sent away f rom that place to another . We heard 

also that if m o n e y was g iven them they were obl iged to move on. Any effort to give rel ief 

was looked upon as a de f i ance of the Gove rnmen t . 

One Sunday a f t e rnoon a large par ty of refugees came to [Aintab} just at sunset . We 

heard they were fa int w i th hunger , but no one was a l lowed to give them any relief. We 

knew that there m igh t be an oppor tun i t y to give some relief after dark, if any one 

ventured to go then. Feel ing that I mus t do someth ing , I took our ma t ron and went to 

{Explanatory note by the Rev. I. N. Camp:— 
1 he T of the narrative is Miss Frearson. The 'we' includes her and some other missionaries 

who got permission to go to Beirout. So far as is known, the other members of the party that 
came to Beirut are still there, not being permitted to leave the country. Under no circumstances 
whatsoever should this fact be published, nor should any names at all be printed. Anything 
appearing in print in America or England finds its way to Turkey. So the printing of names might 
easily lead to even greater difficulties for Americans and other foreigners in the interior, as well as 
for the Armenian survivors."} 
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see what we could do. As we drew near the camp, we met some Armen i an s who were on 

the watch for a chance to give out some bread, and who told us that it wou ld evidently 

be imposs ib le for us to give any food that n ight , but that perhaps we could give some in 

the morn ing . The next morn ing before dawn, we went again and found about four 

hundred Armen ians of {Aintab} along the road. As they saw us passing, some called out: 

"It is no use for you to go; no one is a l lowed near ." However, we passed on, and when we 

got to where the genda rme was, he very crossly ordered us away. It was l ight by this time. 

Our matron appealed to h im for a long t ime w i thou t avail. Finally, however, he said: 

"Well , give what you have quick ly ; but this (point ing to me) must not go any further 

than here." W h i l e we were d is t r ibut ing the food, the g enda rme got angry and ordered 

me away. Then three horsemen appeared on the scene. T h e y scolded the man in charge 

because he had not already got the refugees started on their march , and told h im he was 

too lenient with them. One of them leaped f rom his horse, and wi th a whip in each hand 

went towards the {Aintab} Armen ians , who at once f led. He came to me and gave me a 

lash or two wi th the wh ip . I asked him what harm I was do ing . He came again and shook 

me, saying: "You are f rom {Zeitoun}." (I had to dress as an Armen i an in order to get to 

the refugees at all.) One of the two other off icers came del iberate ly towards me with the 

intent ion of r id ing me down, but the horse turned his head after only bru is ing my arm. 

The matron , an Armen i an w o m a n , on seeing it, said: "She has done noth ing wrong. She 

is no {Zeitoun}li. Your horse is more mercifUl than you." We turned to go, and to my 

surprise the horsemen began speaking German wi th one another . So far as I was able to 

tell, they were not Turks but German off icers . W h e n we got on to h igher g round , we saw 

these three men ride on in the direct ion of {Zeitoun}. The refugees were sent in the 

opposite direct ion, and all the t ime they were prepar ing to start they were being beaten. 

Other gendarmes arrived, and f rom every direct ion came the screams of the people as the 

whips touched them. 

One evening, Dr. {Merrill} and Mr. {Ranney} went for a walk just at dusk. T hey saw 

along the road what they at f irst took to be a bund le of rags, about wh ich scavenger dogs 

were circl ing, but on going nearer they found it to be a d y i n g - w o m a n . After she had been 

refreshed by some wa rm mi lk wh ich Dr. {Merrill} brought , she said: "Wou ld that you 

had not brought me this, for I had longed to die." She soon did die. She was a rather 

young w o m a n , and it was found out soon after her death that she was f rom a very good 

fami ly . 

Occas iona l ly Dr. {Merrill} could get permiss ion for a sick w o m a n to stay until she 

was better; she wou ld then be sent on wi th a later party. The f irst w o m a n he helped in 

this way went on after a few weeks ' rest wi th her new-born baby, but the second woman 

died. On another occasion, the head Armen i an nurse at the hospita l had been sent 

"Outside {Aintab}, a woman gave birth to a child in the refugee camp. She was taken to the 
College and put into a small room there. In spite of the best of care, she died in a few days and the 
child a little later. In her most delicate condition, she had been driven, cursed and beaten along 
the road f rom {Marash}, some sixty miles away."—Earlier and less detailed statement by the same 
witness. 
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down wi th some necessar ies to help a party. W h e n she first got to the place , the 

gendarme refused to let her pass. She begged h im , as he hoped for mercy f rom Al lah 

himself, to al low her to go to the w o m a n in par t i cu l a r need. Final ly, he gave permiss ion , 

but, hav ing a l ready g iven the order for the par ty to move on, he said that l itt le t ime was 

left. W h e n they were ready to depar t , the g e n d a r m e began to beat the father of the baby, 

and even gave the mothe r of a few hours a lash w i th his wh ip . The nurse protes ted , and 

said that, i f the poor w o m a n mus t go on, an an ima l mus t be g iven her ; so the g e n d a r m e 

went forward a few steps, knocked an old man off his donkey , and told the hu sband of 

the w o m a n to put her on. We heard later that the w o m a n died before she got to the 

opposite end of the city. 

Every par ty w o u l d br ing w i th them ei ther old people who had been left on the road 

or chi ldren whose mothe r s had d ied and who had been left beh ind . W h e n e v e r we went 

to see refugees , the p i t eous appeals we heard to save y o u n g w o m e n and gir ls f rom the 

Turks were hea r t - r end ing . A n d we were powerless to help them! Aga in and again we were 

threatened w i th what w o u l d be done to anyone who dared to help any of the refugees . 

But in spite of these threats several of the {Aintab} people took babies who were left 

without any relatives. It was be au t i f u l to see the love shown to these babies , m a n y of 

whom were not at all a t tract ive . T h e sad par t of i t was that , w h e n the turn of the peop le 

of {Aintab} came to go, some were too poor to take these adopted ch i ldren a long wi th 

them; bu t all d id so who poss ib ly could . O n e good man had adopted a sick baby and a 

lame girl . W h e n he and his large f ami l y were depor ted , he came to ask me whe the r I 

could take or support his own th ree -months -o ld baby, in return for wh i ch he offered me 

two rings, all that he could spare. 

As the refugees were dr iven f rom their m o u n t a i n homes , the b l ind , l ame , and inval ids 

were at first left in {Marash}. But after a t ime even they were dr iven forth. T h e y left 

{Aintab} one hot a f t e rnoon , about three h u n d r e d in number , under the care of a brave 

young w idow, who had had charge of them all the t ime. There were only four teen 

donkeys for the who le party . 

W h e n people left their homes , i t was natura l that they should wan t to take as m u c h 

as possible a long w i th t h e m — m a t s , food, c lo th ing , &c . Vi l l agers who owned an imals , 

especially mule teers , were the best off, because w h e n others w a n t e d an ima l s the Turks 

asked such exorb i tant pr ices that the poor people d id not know wha t to do, especia l ly if 

they had old peop le or y o u n g ch i ldren in their fami l ies . So the owners of an imals , not 

having to hire any of the Turks , were bet ter off. The load - an ima l ques t ion became more 

and more d i f f i cu l t as the refugees got far ther away f rom their homes , till some in 

desperation wou ld leave their few possess ions by the ways ide . T h e g enda rmes genera l l y 

told them that their goods w o u l d be fo rwa rded to them. But in the case of some goods 

that one par ty had left n ine hours f rom {Aintab}, we know that a g enda rme b rough t 

them on to the city and sold them by publ ic auct ion . 

Пг. {Shepard} asked whe the r he m igh t go to the places where needy refugees were , 

and give them some help, i f he cou ld get any m o n e y f rom the Un i t ed States. Th i s request 

was most empha t i c a l l y refused. He said: "Why , they wi l l die ." The answer of the Turk i sh 

official was: " W h a t do you suppose they are sent there for?" 
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W h e n the f irst part ies came, the Gove rnmen t somet imes issued bread , bu t this policy 

did not last long. Somet imes the people of the city w o u l d be a l lowed to give bread, but 

this was rare. There were a lways people w a i t i n g for a chance to get near and give aid to 

the refugees . We were on the opposi te side of the city, but our col leagues were nearer to 

the refugees . So the head of the ins t i tu t ion gave permiss ion for the food to be cooked 

there. Then it w o u l d be taken secretly by the s tudents to the refugees . Usua l ly only one 

guard was on duty at n ight , so the food was usua l l y sent down at three or four in the 

morn ing , the best be ing g iven to the gua rd in order that he m igh t a l low it to pass in. 

Later on, the w o m e n of the city fo rmed a commi t t e e and col lected food f rom anyone 

able to give it. The re was also a relief c o m m i t t e e of four, w h o did a great deal towards 

a l lev ia t ing the distress by g iv ing bread and by fu rn i sh ing nat ive shoes to those who had 

none. Later, one of the lay m e m b e r s of this c o m m i t t e e , the one w h o had been most 

active in the relief work , was the f irst a m o n g the people of {Aintab}, after the exemption 

of the Protestants , to be deported . W h e n he asked w h y he had to go, he was told that i t 

was because he had fed the enemies of the Gove rnmen t . 

If I r emember correctly, it was either on the 30 th or the 31st J u l y that the f irst people 

f rom {Aintab} were depor ted . First the richest fami l ies of the Gregor ians , and, later, the 

richest Protestants , were sent away. Ju s t as the Protestants were l eav ing , we heard a 

r umour that they w o u l d not have to go, but they were hurr i ed stra ight th rough to Наша, 

and other places, w i thou t the long de lays on the road that others had had. We thought i t 

was done purposely . The f irst par ty that went were a t tacked before they got to their f i rst 

night 's s topping-p lace , and had to protect their w ives and daughte r s all n ight long. We 

heard later f rom Dr. {Shepard}, who was then in A leppo , that he had seen m a n y of them 

and been told their story: how they had to be on the alert all n ight long ; how one or two 

were k i l led and some w o u n d e d , and how one had gone mad . Before we got this news, 

the brother of one of our teachers, who had been sent into the city by the off icer whose 

servant he was , told us that whi l e nea r ing the city the prev ious even ing he had seen the 

Mutessar iPs son and four or f ive c o m p a n i o n s , all wel l a rmed , r id ing qu i ck l y out of the 

city in the d i rect ion in wh i ch the refugees had gone . We all thought that he had perhaps 

been sent to recall them, and were qu i te expec t ing to see them all come back again. Later 

we unders tood that i t was this par ty who had a t tacked and robbed them. 

Soon after the f irst par ty of Protestants were sent away, Dr. {Merrill} received 

te legrams f rom the U.S. Ambassador , f rom the C o n s u l in A leppo , and f rom Mr. {Peet} of 

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e , say ing that there w o u l d be no depor ta t ion of Protestants . Dr. {Merrill) 

took the three te l egrams to the Mutessa r i f , who was not p leased and said that he had 

received no such news. Stil l , for a shoi t t ime all was quiet , and it be ing t ime for College 

to open, the mat te r was ta lked over. Before any dec is ion was reached, a s tudent , a l u rk , 

went to Dr. {Merrill} and asked when it w o u l d open, as if he were anx ious to be back. Dr. 

{Merrill} took this as a sign that the Turks were not only w i l l i ng bu t anx ious for the 

Co l l ege to beg in ; so, after confe r r ing w i th the faculty , he told the enqu i r i ng Turk that 

{For "we" read "we at the Orphanage."} 

' {For "our colleagues were" read "the College was."} 
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they w o u l d open the fo l lowing week. Th i s , I th ink , was on Friday, and on Sa turday all 

but two of the professors and teachers had not ice that they must leave the city the 

fol lowing M o n d a y m o r n i n g . Dr. {Merrill} p leaded for t ime, but the Mutessa r i f was angry 

and asked h im whe the r he did not know that he had power to send h im away too if he 

wished to do so. 

The professors were sent away the fo l lowing M o n d a y morn ing . A G e r m a n lady, Mrs . 

{Daghlian}, fo rmer l y Miss {Alice Bewer (?Bauer) of Diisseldorf}, who was the mat ron of 

the hospital at {Aintab}, was ordered to go a long w i th her husband , an A r m e n i a n 

professor, into exile. W h e n Dr. {Merrill} went to the Mutessa r i f about it, he answered : 

"Is she not his property , and is he not an A r m e n i a n ? " The German Consu l was not able 

to get permiss ion for her to leave the coun t r y when her husband was anx ious for her to 

get away. We heard later f rom Mrs . {Daghlian} that they had only got just outs ide the 

city when a g e n d a r m e came round to each of them and said that , if they w a n t e d to be 

guarded, they mus t give money . Th i s they did. W h e n they reached a l itt le ways ide 

station, they found m a n y thousands of refugees wa i t i ng in an open f ie ld. On the fourth 

day of wa i t ing , Mrs . {Daghlian} saw some German of f i ce r s on a train, and obta ined f rom 

them a pass wh i ch enab led her to boa rd the train for Aleppo. On the f i f th day, she and 

her husband and baby were a l lowed to go by train to A leppo , bu t his f ami ly had to wait 

and go on wi th the rest of the refugees . They , after m a n y weeks of travel and after p a y i n g 

exorbitant sums of money , were sent to a fe l lahin vi l lage . Prof. {Daghlian}, accord ing to 

the latest report , was teach ing for no th ing in a M o s l e m school in Aleppo. 

Three of the pastors at {Aintab} were impr i soned for m o n t h s in dirty, d ingy cells of 

the c o m m o n pr i son. Three of the Co l l ege professors had the same exper ience . Finally, 

permission was g iven for the g e n d a r m e s to take the pastors out long enough to preach , 

for i t was feared they w o u l d o therwise go mad . The sermons they p reached were said to 

be wonde r fu l . These pastors were later released, but all the professors in the Col lege were 

exiled except one, and another who had prev ious ly succeeded in ge t t ing away to 

Constant inople . 

Soon after the crowds started, all k inds of s ickness began and spread among the 

people, and later one of the two doctors left in {Aintab} was sent to look after them. 

Sometimes they w o u l d wai t for weeks , expect ing to be taken by train to whatever place 

they were to be sent to. T h e n they wou ld be told that each mus t hire an an ima l for 

himself. The hire wou ld be pu t up so h igh that all their baggage w o u l d have to be left 

behind. The genda rmes told them that i t w o u l d be fo rwa rded to them, but a l ittle later i t 

was p laced in a house f rom wh i ch some of the people had been depor ted , and sold at 

auction. 

W h e n the people were told that they mus t go, they at once tr ied to sell some of their 

goods, so that they m i g h t have a l itt le m o n e y in hand . But it cannot be said that they 

really sold them, for one heard of good wool mattresses sel l ing for one piastre ; the 

highest I heard of was for twenty piastres, wh i l e in o rd ina ry t imes they w o u l d sell for a 

hundred. Large copper pans and bas ins were sold for a mere song, unt i l one day two Jews 

appeared on the scene and began p a y i n g m u c h bet ter prices. But in three days these men 

were impr i soned , so that the Turks cou ld once more get th ings for as l ittle as they 
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pleased. Even goods that were be ing g iven to the poor by those hav ing to leave were 

conf i sca ted by the Government . S o m e ant iqu i t i e s and books that were be ing taken to the 

Col lege shared the same fate. Anyone w a l k i n g w i th a parcel was l iable to be held up, 

searched, and robbed. 

Af ter the professors had been sent away, the pastors of the Protestant churches and 

the two r ema in ing professors who had not been depor ted were pu t into pr ison. First, 

their homes were searched and all papers and any wr i t t en mat te r were taken to the Sarai. 

The secretaries of the Chr i s t i an societ ies were enqu i r ed about , and when i t was found 

that some of them had been depor ted i t was thought that they m igh t be b rough t back; 

bu t they had not been b rough t back at the t ime of my leaving. W h i l e wa i t ing in 

{Beirout}, I heard that those who had been impr i soned had been released. 

About the t ime depor ta t ions began in {Aintab}, all the n o n - M o s l e m schools were 

taken possession of by the Government , except those b e l o n g i n g to the Amer i c an Board. 

At the same t ime, the large A r m e n i a n church and one of the Protestant churches were 

seized, but before I left {Aintab} they were restored to their owners . 

Af te r the professors had been taken away, i t was reported that no more Protestants, 

except those found at fault , w o u l d be sent away. But every day they kept sending a family 

or two away on the sl ightest pretexts . One of the rel ief c o m m i t t e e worker s was the f irst to 

be sent away. A letter said to have been sent to them, bu t wh i ch they never saw, was 

actua l ly the a l leged cause of depor ta t ion . The censor said that no m e n t i o n of high prices, 

poverty , sickness, need of money , or s lackness of work mus t be m e n t i o n e d in letters. So 

we prayed that any letters that m igh t be sent to us should m a k e no men t i on of relief 

m o n e y or of any other forb idden subject . 

As soon as i t was o f f i c i a l l y a n n o u n c e d that the Protestants w o u l d not be deported, 

they he ld a thanksg iv ing service, at wh i ch the one in charge said: "Now that we are 

pe rmi t t ed to stay in our city, we mus t be very carefu l to give no occas ion of compla int to 

the Government . If they ask for our sons as soldiers , we mus t g ive them up without 

m u r m u r i n g ; if for money , or goods , or c lo th ing for the soldiers, let us g ive as if we 

apprec ia ted the pr iv i lege of s tay ing in our homes . Let us show them that we are loyal to 

the country . Let no one take into his h o m e a chi ld or anyone else who has been told to 

go, whe the r they be of those pass ing through the city as re fugees or f rom a m o n g our own 

f r iends and relat ives in the town. Let us show the Gove rnmen t that we wil l do all that is 

asked of us." 

The goods in the drapers ' shops all b e l onged to the A r m e n i a n s ; but dur ing the 

depor ta t ions the Turks took whatever they w a n t e d and pa id no th ing , so the owners in 

some cases sold their goods for a lmost no th ing , or gave them away, or closed their shops. 

Soon after depor t a t ion , i t was imposs ib le to b u y a bu t ton , though some nat ive material 

cou ld be secured in nat ive houses where they had looms. 

W h e n the f irst lot of people f rom {Aintab} were sent away, they were told that they 

were only go ing for a short t ime, and that they need not t rouble about their homes and 

be long ings , for the Gove rnmen t w o u l d ca re fu l l y seal t hem and take care of their 

property . T h e y had not been out of the city long w h e n soldiers were quar te red in the 

larger houses , some of wh i ch were rented for a tr i f le , the rent be ing pa id to the 
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Government . The poorer houses were g iven to the poorer Turks . Every even ing all the 

possible exits f rom the city were ca re fu l l y gua rded ; i f we wen t f rom one b u i l d i n g to 

another, we were he ld up and asked where we were go ing and for wha t . If our servant was 

found outs ide , he w o u l d a lways be searched and somet imes s t ruck at, and told not to be 

out so late again. In the ear ly days we were not a l lowed out after sunset , and later we were 

told the same, even if the sun were sh in ing . Th i s was said not only to me , the subject of a 

bell igerent country , bu t also to neutra l s as wel l . 

An old col lege s tudent , whose h o m e was at {Hussi M a n s o u r (Adiaman)} , m a n a g e d , 

through the k indness of a f r i end ly Turk , to escape to {Aintab}. He told us that the men 

of his town were all k i l led. We had prev ious ly heard that the men of that town and of the 

next v i l lage had been taken for mi l i t a r y service, and set to m a k i n g a road to {Severeg}. As 

soon as the road was f in i shed , the men were taken to the side of the road they had made 

and were k i l l e d — c h i e f l y by the kn i fe , for the of f i cer in c o m m a n d had told the soldiers he 

commanded not to waste powder on the Armen i an s . 

An E n g l i s h m a n who had been g iven permiss ion to leave the count ry (we w o n d e r e d 

whether he ever got out ) told one of our ladies of the sights he had seen whi l e w a i t i n g for 

the train. He had seen feet swol len all out of shape l i f t ed up and beaten w i th the heavy 

end of a gendarme ' s gun , just because people had said they could not wa lk any faster. 

The s teward of the Col lege at {Aintab} was sent away because his b ro the r - in - l aw had 

sent his dentist 's i n s t r umen t s to h im w i th a letter, a sk ing h im to sell them and send the 

money on to h im later, w h e n he could tell h i m — t h e s t e w a r d — w h e r e they were be ing 

deported to. But ne i ther the i n s t rumen t s nor the letter ever reached the steward. He was 

merely told that they had been sent and that, because of it, he and his f ami l y of smal l 

children mus t go into exile. T h i s was after the Protestants were told that they m i g h t stay. 

W h e n e v e r the Turks thought that they had won any v ictory , they were a lmost 

unbearable, as, for instance , w h e n word came that they had taken the Suez Cana l . T h e y 

then rejoiced both by day and by n ight , and were most insolent to Chr i s t i ans . An 

English f lag was dragged through the f i l th of the streets, spat and t r amp led upon , &c . 

The noise con t i nued all n ight long. At these t imes of supposed victor ies , they showed 

what they w o u l d do if ever they were real ly v ic tor ious . 

It was beau t i f u l to see the fa i th of some of the vi l lagers . One even ing a large par ty 

came in and very soon began s ing ing h y m n s and ho ld ing a p r aye r -mee t ing . The 

fol lowing m o r n i n g , w h e n asked about it, they said that their pastor had been taken f rom 

them and k i l l ed , and that his last word to them was: "Keep up the p r aye r -mee t ing . " A n d 

with k ind l i ng eyes they said: "We have never once missed it, though we have been seven 

weeks on the march . " 

Another par ty told how they had prayed that, i f i t were God's wi l l , they m igh t be 

spared the horrors of depor ta t ion , and said: "There mus t be some good in i t for our 

nation, or God w o u l d not p e rm i t it. The only th ing that t roubles us is: W i l l our 

husbands ever be able to f ind us?" T h e y l itt le knew, poor w o m e n , that their husbands 

had already been k i l l ed , as we were told by others . 
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Jus t before the deportat ion began at {Aintab}, a high off ic ia l , {Fakhri} Pasha, came 

and called together the lead ing people, both Mos l em and Chr i s t i an . In a very kindly 

manner , he asked the Chr i s t i ans whether they were be ing k ind ly treated by the Moslems, 

&c. , &c. He said that he had heard certain things, and that, if there was any truth in the 

statement that Armen i an s were be ing i l l - treated, he h imse l f w o u l d hang the Turk, were i t 

his own brother, who should dare to treat a Chr i s t i an un k in d l y ; and he begged the 

Armen ians to speak out w i thout fear. He then went straight f rom {Aintab} to {Zeitoun}, 

where he arranged for the deporta t ion of all the {Zeitoun} and {Marash} districts. Such 

plans were evident ly in tended to throw the A r m e n i a n s off their gua rd . 

In {Fakhri} Pashas Party there were three German off icers , but I could not say that 

German off icers were supervis ing the depor ta t ions . The German Consul went through 

{Aintab} to {Marash} and {Zeitoun} before the deporta t ion began . T h o u g h some people 

b l amed him for it, we did not think he had so much power . 

A great m a n y of the Armen i an doctors were taken for the Army . W h e n there was any 

sickness among the service corps, one of the three Armen i an doctors left in {Aintab} was 

sure to be sent to at tend the sick. In this way we lost a dear f r iend, w h o in the early days 

had been an assistant to Dr. {Shepard}. He was sent to a camp where the soldiers, nearly 

all of them Armen ians , were work ing on a section of a branch of the Baghdad Railway; 

typhus had broken out among them. Very soon a te legram came, saying that the old 

doctor was ill. T h o u g h he was the oldest doctor in {Aintab} and had more Moslem 

pat ients than any other doctor in the city, no mercy was shown to h i m . Did he not 

be long to the accursed Armen i an race? A n d was not his death of typhus , in the camp to 

which he had been obl iged to go, a fate good enough for any such as he? 

Early in March , 1915, the {Marash} Government took possession of Miss 

{Salmond}'s O r p h a n a g e and put Turks in charge of the gir ls and young w o m e n . Miss 

{Rohner}, a Swiss lady in charge of a German Orphanage at {Marash}, after all her 

charges had been turned loose for deporta t ion , as were the inmates of all the German 

orphanages early in the war, took under her care some of the old gir ls who were married 

and l iving in the districts in wh ich the first depor ta t ions had taken place . After she had 

kept them for a short t ime, she was told by the German Consu l that she must give them 

up . She thought that if she could get to someone in author i ty she could present the 

s i tuat ion in its true l ight, so she went to Cons tan t inop le , but re turned disappointed. 

Early in the au tumn we heard of a reign of terror at Ourfa , so that the very mention 

of the place seemed to a larm people . We heard that three men, one of them being 

{Solomon Knadjian} Effendi , Miss {Shattuck}s f a i th fu l helper in charge of industrial 

work employ ing more than 2 , 000 persons, had been ban ished . Later, they were brought 

back to the city and tortured. Later still, in wr i t ing to his wi fe , Mr. {Leslie} said that 

{Solomon} Effendi 's chi ldren were in the same case as some other chi ldren, whom we 

knew to be orphans ; so we inferred that he had certa inly been k i l l ed . ' Still later, a driver 

told how he had been engaged to take three men to Diyarbek i r for cour t -mart i a l . I hey 

"More than a thousand."—Earl i e r statement. 

•"The Protestant pastor and a doctor were also k i l l ed ."—Earl ier statement. 
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had gone bu t a short d is tance f rom O u r f a when the men were told to get out of the 

wagon. T h e y were taken d o w n a gu l l y a short d is tance , and soon the driver heard shots. 

The four g e n d a r m e s came ga l lop ing up to the w a g o n and told the driver to drive on. 

One of them looked into the w a g o n and asked where the pr isoners were. W h e n the 

driver asked if they had not ca l led them out of the wagon , he was told that he had 

allowed them to escape and that he h imse l f mus t go before the court . So he had to drive 

back to O u r f a to the Sarai , where he was told to leave the th ings that be longed to the 

men he had started out w i th . T h e n he was a l lowed to go away free. 

{Mr. Hagop ian} , Miss {Shattuck}'s servant , had been k i l led , we heard, in a bruta l way 

while he was go ing to Ga rmoush w i th some rel ief for a poor fami ly . We also heard that 

there were two massacres at Our f a , in the f irst of wh i ch only the men found in the streets 

were ki l led. The second t ime, homes were entered. 

{Muggerdich}, one of my o rphan boys , had gone w i th Dr. {Smith}, and was w o r k i n g 

for h im when he was told to leave the country . He was tor tured to make h i m tell 

something i n c r i m i n a t i n g about Dr. {Smith}. Later, when Dr. {Shepard} tried to get some 

news about the boy f rom the Diya rbek i r refugees at A leppo , their answer was: "Do not 

ask us about any ma le over twelve years old, for, as far as we know, they were every one of 

them ki l led ." 

The genera l impress ion was that Mr. {Leslie} was po isoned . We heard that he was in 

danger of a menta l b r e a k d o w n ; but , on the even ing prev ious to my l eav ing {Aintab}, Dr. 

{Merrill} was told by a M o s l e m mule teer who had come f rom O u r f a that Mr . {Leslie} 

had either d ied or been k i l led . I was told that I mus t acqua in t the Consu l w i th wha t Dr. 

{Merrill} had heard as soon as I reached Aleppo. On my te l l ing the Consu l , he showed 

me a te legram he had recent ly received f rom Mr. {Leslie} h imse l f , wh i ch read: "Am safe 

and well in Gove rnmen t House . " Later, in {Beirout}, w h e n we heard that he had 

poisoned h imse l f , someone remarked that it w o u l d be easy for Mr. {Leslie} to be obl iged 

to write and say that there was danger of a nervous b r e akdown , and then the way w o u l d 

be prepared for the news: "Poisoned h imse l f . " Someone else added: "Yes, just as was done 

when the pr i soners were ob l iged to sign a letter, s tat ing that they were all wel l , wh i l e at 

the very t ime there was an ep idemic in their c amp ." 

W h e n we travel led ourselves f rom {Aintab} to Aleppo , we saw a large camp of 

refugees, some d is tance f rom the road wh ich we were on, but close to the small stat ion of 

Kotmo, wh i ch connects w i th the Baghdad Ra i lway . We had heard before l eav ing 

{Aintab} that 3 7 , 0 0 0 were wa i t i ng for a train to take them on, but , j u d g i n g f rom what 

we could see, there cou ld not have been more than seven or eight thousand of them. 

As we got near to Aleppo we passed a very long convoy of ox-wagons , mules , 

donkeys, and a few horses, c a r r y ing w o m e n , ch i ldren , and some old men . Our driver got 

down and ta lked wi th a few. He was told that they were be ing sent f rom Adana and 

Mersina. T h e y looked so m u c h better off in every way than any refugees we had seen that 

they hard ly seemed like refugees at all. The re were m a n y more men than usual a m o n g 

them. 
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Later, w h e n we reached Aleppo , we were told that there were 2 0 , 0 0 0 refugees there, 

and that on some days the death-ra te was as h igh as 400 . A nat ive doctor and his wife, 

w i sh ing to give all their t ime to he lp ing these poor people , had left their home and gone 

to the hotel in wh i ch we were s tay ing. From them we got reports twice a day. 

We heard of one party , who , w h e n they left Ha rpou t , n u m b e r e d 5 , 000 . Of this 

number , only 2 1 3 reached Aleppo. W h e n they started, they were of all ages and both 

sexes. T h e y went towards Aleppo down the Euphrates . W h e n they came to the cross the 

rivers that f low into the Euphrates , all the ab le -bod ied men were d rowned and their 

bodies left in the water . Farther on, all the su rv i vo r s—now only men , w o m e n and 

c h i l d r e n — w e r e ent i re ly s t r ipped of their c lo th ing . Naked they w a d e d through streams, 

slept in the chi l ly n ights , and bore the heat of the sun. T h e y were b r o u g h t into Aleppo 

the last few mi les in third-c lass ra i lway carr iages , herded together l ike so m a n y animals. 

W h e n the doors of the carr iages were opened , they were jeered at by the populace for 

their nakedness . On their journey , they had come on a hot day in Augus t to the banks of 

a river. There was a genera l rush to get water , but the g e n d a r m e s who were w i th them 

drew their revolvers and told them that anyone who got any water mus t pay a medj idia 

(about Յտ. 2d.) for it. Some were able to give it, but the ma jo r i t y were not. Af t e r wait ing 

there for some t ime, they were told that they mus t strip and get th rough the water as best 

they could . T h e y had the r ight to the an ima l s that carr ied their possess ions, for they had 

pa id for them for two days longer . T h e y c lasped hands and w a d e d across, but waited in 

vain for the g enda rmes to come across w i th their an ima l s and provis ions . In this party 

were re f ined gir ls and y o u n g w o m e n f rom the best A r m e n i a n homes , who had been 

educa ted in the Amer i c an col leges. 

W h i l e wa i t i ng in {Beirout}, the Pres ident of the Col l ege got a te legram f rom the U.S. 

Consu l in A leppo , ask ing h im to send some doctors , as the dea th- ra te was very high—as 

h igh as 4 0 0 a day, we heard. The Pres ident thought it best to ask Djema l Pasha before 

do ing any th ing . W h e n he did ask h im , the answer came: "No, you mus t not send 

anyone . Let your consul m i n d his own bus iness !" 

"Later, another convoy of exiles came up, and took this party of forty women on with them. — 
Earlier statement. 


