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139. ALEPPO: SERIES OF REPORTS FROM A FOREIGN RESIDENT AT
ALEPPO;* COMMUNICATED BY THE AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR
ARMENIAN AND SYRIAN RELIEF.

(a.) Report dated 12th May, 1915.L

Between 4,300 and 4,500 families, that is, about 28,000 persons, are being removed
by order of the Government from the districts of Zeitoun and Marash to distant places
where they are unknown. Thousands have already been sent to the north-west into the
provinces of Konia, Kaisaria, Kastamouni, &c., while others have been taken
south-eastwards as far as Der-el-Zor, and report says to the vicinity of Baghdad. A
traveller coming from Constantinople said that he met about 4,500 unfortunates on
their way to Konia. The Armenians themselves say that they would by far have preferred

a massacre.

(b.) Report dated 3rd August, 1915 *

I he idea of direct attack and massacre that was carried out in former times has been
altered somewhat, in that the men and boys have been deported from their homes in
great numbers and disappeared en route, and later on the women and children have been
made to follow. For some time stories have been prevalent from travellers arriving from
the interior of the killing of the males; of great numbers of bodies along the roadside or
floating in the Euphrates River; of the delivery to the Kurds by the gendarmes
accompanying the convoys of women and children and of all the younger members of
the convoys; of unthinkable outrages committed by gendarmes and Kurds, and even of

the killing of many of the victims.

At first these stories were not given much credence, but as many of the refugees are
now arriving in Aleppo, no doubt any longer remains of the truth of the matter. On the
2nd August about 800 middle-aged and old women, and children under the age of ten
years, arrived afoot from Diyarbekir, after forty-five days en route, in the most pitiable
condition imaginable. They report the taking of all the young women and girls by the
Kurds, the pillaging even of the last bit of money and other belongings, of starvation, of
privation and hardship of every description. Their deplorable condition bears out their

statements in every detail.

{Mr. Jackson, U.S. Consul at Aleppo).
f (ORIGINAL: Report forwarded to Secretary of State by U.S. Consul Jesse B. Jackson dated
Aleppo, 12 May 1915. NA/RG59/867.4016/72. —A.S.}
* {Part of this report appeared in Report of Committee on Armenian Atrocities, 4 October 1915,
report number 22. —A.S.) {ORIGINAL: Copy of report, Jesse B. Jackson to Ambassador

Morgenthau dated Aleppo, 3 August, in Ambassador Morgenthau to Secretary of State
communication dated Constantinople, 18 August 1915. NA/RG59/867.4016/126. —A.S.)
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I am informed that 4,500 persons were sent from Sughurt to Ras-ul-Ain, over 2,000
from Mezre to Diyarbekir, and that all the cities of Bitlis, Mardin, Mosul, Suverek,'
Malatia, Besne, &c., have been depopulated of Armenians, the men and boys and many
of the women killed, and the balance scattered throughout the country. If this is true, of
which there is little doubt, even the latter must naturally die of fatigue, hunger and
disease. The Governor of Der-el-Zor, on the Euphrates River, who is now in Aleppo, says
that there are 15,000 Armenian refugees in that city. Children are frequently sold to
prevent starvation, as the Government furnishes practically no subsistence. The
following statistics show the number of families and persons arriving in Aleppo, places
whence deported, and number sent further on, up to and including the 30th July:—

WHERE FROM. FAMILIES. PERSONS. SENT AWAY.
Tcheuk-Merzemen (Dort Yol) 400 2,109 734
Odjakli 115 537 137
Euzerli 116 593 173
Hassan Beyli 187 1,118 514
Harni 84 528 34
Karspazar 51 340 -
Hadjin 592 3,988 1,025
Roumlou 51 388 296
Shar 150 1,112 357
Sis 231 1,317 -
Baghtche 13 68 -
Dengala 126 804 -
Drtadli 12 104 -
Zeitoun 5 8 -
Yarpouz 22 97 -
Albustan 10 44 -
Total 2,165 13,155 3,270

2,100 persons more arrived since the above figures were compiled.

Now all Armenians have been ordered to be deported from the cities of Aintab,
Mardin, Bitlis, Antioch, Alexandretta, Kessab, and all the smaller towns in the Aleppo
Province, estimated at 60,000 persons in all. It is natural to suppose that they will suffer
the fate of those that have gone before, which is appalling to contemplate. The result is
that, as 90 per cent, of the commerce of the interior is in the hands ofthe Armenians, the
country is facing ruin. The great bulk of business being done on credit, hundreds of
prominent business men other than Armenians face bankruptcy. There will not be left in
the places evacuated a single tanner, moulder, blacksmith, tailor, carpenter, clay worker,

" Sairt (7).

* Severeg.



556 The Treatment of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire

weaver, shoemaker, jeweller, pharmacist, doctor, lawyer, or any of the professional people
or tradesmen, with very few exceptions, and the country will be left in a practically

helpless state.

The important American religious and educational institutions in this region are
losing their professors, teachers, helpers and students, and even the orphanages are to be
emptied of the hundreds of children therein, which ruins the fruits of fifty years of
untiring effort in this field. The Government officials in a mocking way ask what the
Americans are going to do with these establishments now that the Armenians are being

done away with.

The situation is becoming more critical daily, as there is no telling where this thing
will end. The Germans are being blamed on every hand, for if they have not directly
ordered this wholesale slaughter (for it is nothing less than the extermination of the

Armenian race), they at least condone it.

(c.) Report dated 19th August 1915.

The city of Aintab is being rapidly depopulated of Armenians, several thousands
having already passed through Aleppo on their way to the south. The accompanying
gendarmes do nothing to protect their charges against attack by the way. The Armenian
community of Aintab is the wealthiest of the kind in this part of the Empire. Their
household belongings were left behind to be taken by the first plunderer to arrive. Most
of the merchants of the city being Armenians, their stocks are likewise disappearing. It is

a gigantic plundering scheme, as well as a final blow to extinguish the race.

Since the 1st August the German Baghdad Railway has brought nine trains of these
unfortunate people to Aleppo, each of fifteen truck-loads and each truck containing
from thirty-five to forty persons. All these in addition to many thousands that came on

foot.

Since the 1st August 20,000 have so far arrived in Aleppo. The trains were mostly
switched to the Damascus-Hama line, and run on south to disperse their contents
among the Arabs and Druses, while a small proportion were permitted to remain in
Aleppo for the time being. They all relate harrowing tales of hardships, abuse, robbery
and atrocities committed en route, and, with the exception of those from Aintab, there
were few if any men, girls over ten years or becoming young married women among
them. Travellers from the interior have related to the writer that the beaten paths are
lined with corpses of the victims. Between Ourfa and Arab-Pounar, a distance of about

twenty-five miles, there were seen more than 500 unburied corpses along the highway.

On the 17th instant an order arrived from the Minister of the Interior to permit the
Armenian Protestants to remain where they were. On the 19th another order came that

all Armenians without distinction should be deported.

{ORIGINAL: Copy of report, Jesse B. Jackson to Ambassador Morgenthau dated Aleppo, 19
August 1915, in Ambassador Morgenthau to Secretary of State communication dated
Constantinople, 30 August 1915. NA/RG59/867.4016/148. —A.S.}
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From Mardin the Government deported great numbers of Syrians, Catholics,
Chaldeans and Protestants, and it is feared that all Christians may later be included in
the order, and possibly even the Jews. The cry is "Turkey for the Moslems!" Judicious
persons, well informed on the question, place the total loss oflife up to the 15th August
at over 500,000. The territory affected includes the provinces of Van, Erzeroum, Bitlis,
Diyarbekir, Mamouret-ul-Aziz, Angora and Sivas; in these the Armenians have already
been practically exterminated. This leaves Aleppo and Adana to be completed, and here

the movement is in rapid progress.

(d.) Report dated 8th February, 1916.

I transmit herewith a copy of a report received from reliable sources in reference to
the number of Armenian immigrants in this vicinity, between here and Damascus and in
the surrounding country, and down the Euphrates River as far as Der-el-Zor, showing a
total of about 500,000 persons. In connection with the reliefsent by Mr. {Peet} for these
people, it would seem proper to state that the sum of £500 (Turkish) weekly is entirely
inadequate to aid even a small part thereof. In fact, as a person cannot live on less than
two gold piastres per day, it will require the sum of £10,000 (Turkish) (about £9,000
sterling) a day to keep those alive who are in good health, to say nothing of the sick.

The following are the statistics of Armenian immigrants according to the best

information, up to the 3rd February, 1916:

Damascus as far as Ma'an, more than 100,000
Hama and surrounding villages 12,000
Homs and surrounding villages 20,000
Aleppo and surrounding villages 7,000
Ma'ara and surrounding villages 4,000
Bab and surrounding villages 8,000
Mumbidj and surrounding villages 5,000
Ras-ul-Ain and surrounding villages 20,000
Rakka and surrounding villages 10,000
Der-el-Zor and surrounding villages, more than 300,000

Total 486,000

(ORIGINAL: Copy of Report, Jesse B. Jackson to Ambassador Morgenthau dated Aleppo, 8
February 1916 in U.S. Charge dAffaires Hoffman Philip to Secretary of State communication
dated 29 February 1916. NA/RG59/867.48/271. —A.S.)



